




08/14/1998 - EIU Announces Exclusive Contract
with Pepsi-Cola
University Marketing and Communications
Follow this and additional works at: https://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1998
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1998 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "08/14/1998 - EIU Announces Exclusive Contract with Pepsi-Cola" (1998). 1998. 612.
https://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1998/612
ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Contact: Shelly Flock (csslf@eiu.edu) 




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU ANNOUNCES EXCLUSIVE CONTRACT WITH PEPSI-COLA 
NEWS 
Office of Media Relations 
600 Lincoln Avenue 
Charleston, IL 61920-3099 
(www.eiu.edu/-pubaff/omr.htm) 
August 14, 1998 
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University has joined the ranks of the growing 
number of college campuses offering exclusive beverage contracts to one of the 
country's two soft drink giants. 
The university recently notified the Marion Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of its 
intent to enter into a five-year partnership, with an option for an additional five-year 
period. The formal contract signing is expected within the next month or so. 
"The letter of intent was issued to Marion Pepsi-Cola at the culmination of a 
formal evaluation of exclusive beverage proposals by interested vendors at the request 
of the university," said Monty Bennett, EIU director of purchases. "Exclusive beverage 
contracts offer attractive economic incentives in the form of additional revenue and 
lower product costs. 
'While the exclusive relationship will limit consumer choice on campus in return 
--more--
Eastern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional, residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than II ,000 students in undergraduate and graduate 
programs. The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, 
as well as cultural and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly 
diverse population and a teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology. 
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for these benefits, the community surrounding Eastern's campus provides substantial 
access to competitive beverages for those who do not favor products included under 
this exclusive beverage agreement." 
Pepsi-Cola is no stranger to Eastern's campus. The company's fountain drink 
products have been served in the university's residence hall dining areas for more than 
a decade, as well as at various athletic events held throughout the year. 
The new partnership will apply to fountain drinks in dining services and at athletic 
events, as well as to vending machines located around campus. The notification of 
intent allows Pepsi-Cola to immediately place its vending machines in academic, 
administrative and residence hall buildings. This is expected to be completed by the 
time students begin arriving next week for the Fall 1998 semester. 
It is anticipated that the new vending machines will be furnished with debit card 
capabilities in order to accommodate the new Panther Card, although the equipment 
needed for those operations is not expected to be installed until late September. 
The available product line will include Pepsi-Cola, Diet Pepsi, Mountain Dew, Dr. 
Pepper, 7-Up, Crush (orange, strawberry and grape), Squirt, Mug Root Beer, Lipton 
Tea, Ocean Spray juices, All-Sport lsotonics, and Aquafina and Crisp-N-Ciear bottled 
water. Beverages will be available in both aluminum cans and plastic bottles, and 
receptacles will be provided for the recycling of each. 
Under the agreement, Pepsi-Cola products will be served exclusively during 
university-related functions, as well as in all food service outlets operating in the Martin 
--more--
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Luther King Jr. University Union. This will include the new Food Court, tentatively 
scheduled to begin operation a year from now. The campus McDonald's will continue 
serving its current line of Coca-Cola products until the restaurant's contract ends in 
August 1999. 
In addition to debit card capabilities, Eastern's benefits from the exclusive 
beverage partnership include monetary contributions for academic programs, funds for 
the renovation of athletic facilities, new athletic venue scoreboards and the sponsorship 
of several athletic events. Additional information on these benefits will be released after 
the formal contract is signed. 
Pepsi's marketing efforts on campus will result in prizes and free give-aways for 
students on a regular basis. Pepsi-Cola plans to use its machines in and around the 
Coles County area at-large for "marketing all facets of university life." Custom vending 
machine fronts will allow the placement of football schedules, registration reminders, 
etc., right in view of anyone purchasing a drink. 
"This is the first exclusive beverage contract of its kind on Eastern's campus," 
Bennett said. "We believe it's a good one, an advantageous one, bringing value for 
both parties involved." 
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